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October 11, 2007

Ms. Corinne Macaluso

U.S. Department of Energy

C/o Patricia Temple

Bechtel/SAIC Company LLC

955 N. L Enfant Plaza SW., Ste 8000
Washington, D.C. 20024

RE: Revised Proposed Policy Section 180 (c)

Dear Ms. Macaluso:

Lander County appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on the notice of revised
proposed policy for implementing Section 180 (c¢) of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of
1982. Our principal concern with the revised proposed policy is that it has the potential
to dilute the original intent of Section 180 (c) by diverting the focus of technical and
financial assistance away from affected local governments and Indian Tribes. The
Department of Energy’s responsibility with respect to implementation of Section 180 (¢)
extends well beyond the distribution of funds. It is vital that DOE remain fully engaged
in emergency response training and preparation of appropriate units of local government
and Indian tribes along transportation routes before and during waste shipments to Yucca

Mountain.

If you have any questions concerning these comments, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely, ...
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“Biyan Sparks, Chair
Lander County Board of Commissioners
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- Lander County’s Comments to the
Notice of Revised Proposed Policy for Implementation of Section 180(c)

I. Policy Statement

1. Policy Statement first paragraph - DOE defines technical assistance to be,
“DOE'’s specific knowledge, expertise, and existing resources to aid training of

public safety officials....”

Comment

The sentence should be revised to state, “....to aid training of public safety officials of
appropriate units of local government and Indian Tribes.”

Policy statement goes on to define technical assistance to what appears to be
administrative and planning assistance. Has technical assistance been defined outside the

policy statement?

2. Policy Statement 4™ paragraph- “DOE will work with States and Tribes to
evaluate current preparedness for safe and routine transportation and emergency
response capability and will provide funding as appropriate to ensure that State,
Tribal, and local officials are prepared for OCWRM shipments.”

Comment

DOE’s responsibility is to provide funds to states for training public safety officials of
appropriate units of local government. The purpose of Section 180 (c) is not to provide
funds to ensure that States are adequately prepared for OCRWM shipments. The law
does not include such language. The policy statement should be revised.

3. Policy Statement Last Paragraph states, “ Any deficiency in basic emergency
response capability may be addressed through consultation and technical

assistance”.

Comment

Would it be correct to say that financial assistance is another means to address
deficiencies in basic emergency response? Those deficiencies will largely be found with
local emergency response capabilities. The policy statement should be revised to include
funding as a means to address deficiencies. Also, the term “may” should be replaced

with “shall”.

4. Policy Statement General Comment — “DOE is responsible for providing
technical and financial assistance for training of local public safety officials to States

and Indian Tribes”.















